Xingyue Song is a Chinese-born composer and pianist whose music explores the intersection
of sound, identity, and human connection. Her work seeks to balance contemporary
compositional techniques with clarity and emotional accessibility, driven by a continuous
search for beauty in sound and a belief in music as a universal language capable of bridging
cultural and personal differences.

Xingyue was a semi-finalist of the Zemlinsky Prize 2024 and the winner of the 9th Annual
Kristen Pankonin Award, which included a commission for an art song cycle at the San
Francisco Conservatory of Music. She has served as Composer-in-Residence for SF Choral
Artists and has received commissions from Luna Composition Lab and River & Rail Theatre.
Her recent and upcoming activities include participation in the Shanghai New Music Festival
and collaboration with the St. Luke Orchestra through the DeGaetano Institute.

Her music has been performed by ensembles such as the Telegraph Quartet, Friction Quartet,
Hub New Music, and the International Orange Chorale. Through close collaboration with
performers, Xingyue is particularly interested in how compositional decisions shape
performers’ engagement and listeners’ perception, and how contemporary music can remain
communicative without compromising artistic depth.

Xingyue is currently pursuing a Master of Music in Composition at the Peabody Institute of
the Johns Hopkins University, where she studies with Felipe Lara. She holds a Bachelor of
Music from the San Francisco Conservatory of Music, where she studied with Mason Bates.
She has also received guidance from Xingzimin Pan, Joseph Stillwell, Gabriela Lena Frank,
Gabriela Ortiz, Derek Bermel, and Andreia Pinto Correia.



